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BID REQUIREMENTS 
 

The fulfillment of the following requirements must be made in writing; a copy must be made 

available for each member of the Advisory Council (20 packets). 

 

1. The bidding city must be represented by three members of Alcoholics Anonymous who 

are under the age of 40 and have at least one year of continuous sobriety. They may be 

accompanied by supporters of any age. 

2. Bidders must have a commitment from at least one hotel. This commitment must 

include the dates of availability for the banquet and meeting rooms and proof that the 

hotel will not require a minimum number of attendees. ***Experience has shown us 

that securing more than one hotel bid strengthens our ability to negotiate with the 

primary hotel.  

3. Bidders must provide a permanent mailing address for the conference. 

4. Bidders must obtain assurance that no large scale A.A. activity will be held in the bidding 

city within a 30 day period before and after the dates of the proposed conference.  

5. Bidders must show financial autonomy and responsibility within the traditions of A.A. 

The bidders must have been directly involved in any activity that generated funds. 

6. Bidders must agree to turn over their profits to the Advisory Council within 30 days of 

the close of the conference at which they are bidding.  

7. Bidders must agree to present their bid for no longer than 30 minutes 

8. Bidders must provide a concise, written statement illustrating the need for this 

conference in their area.  

9. Bidders must agree that, upon becoming the host city, they will be required to host the 

All Illinois Young People’s Open. This event would have to be held one to four weeks 

prior to the proposed conference, at the hotel where the conference is planned.  

 

***All bidding cities must meet all of the above requirements in order to place a bid. In the 

event that a requirement is not met, the bid will only be accepted if there are no complete bids 

being presented.  
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HELPFUL HINTS 
 

 
Over the years, certain questions have come up over and over again. While we have made the 
bid requirements vague on purpose to allow for your group’s own interpretation, we do feel 
some clarification is due. Please contact a member of the Advisory Council should you have any 
further questions.  
 
 

1. The three people principle is really about presenting your bid. It does not matter what 
position they hold on your committee (chair, co-chair, etc) as long as there are members 
of said committee and are under 40 years of age (please try hard). Your committee may 
have as many members as you would like; the rest of the committee is not limited by 
age or length of sobriety. A large cheering section that accompanies the bid committee 
is more than welcome – The more the merrier!  

2. No group should be discouraged from bidding because their town cannot support two 
hotels. We understand that Illinois is home to many towns of different sizes. Try your 
best to find two hotels but if they don’t exist, the Advisory Council will not hold it 
against you. Negotiating with hotels can be quite an ordeal, especially if no one on your 
committee has experience in this. The Advisory Council can be extremely helpful with 
this, so please ask for help if you need it.  

3. Get a P.O. Box in your town for 6 months. That’s it.  
4. Network with your local service organizations (i.e. Intergroup, District, etc) in order to 

find out what events they might be planning.  You don’t want to plan a conference and 
find out later that your Intergroup is hosting an area assembly the same weekend or 
two weeks later. Don’t needlessly compete with other events; work with them to create 
a buzz in your area.  

5. We assume that you already know the traditions, if not; maybe your committee should 
host a workshop as one of your events! Financial autonomy needs to be demonstrated 
so be sure to keep good records of all incomes and expenses. Your group does not need 
to raise a bunch of money; you may even lose money on a function. If you are 
advertising a function as a Bid Committee event, members of your committee must be 
involved. Your group should not “farm” out events to far off cities if no one from your 
group can attend the function.  

6. After the conference at which you are bidding, all leftover funds must be turned over to 
the Advisory Council. Some groups take this as a challenge to spend every last penny 
prior to the close of the conference – please act responsibly.  

7. We do check our watches.  
8. Con · cise  [kǝn sḯss] adj.  1. short and clearly written or stated 2. using as few words as 

possible to give the necessary information 3. compressed in order to be brief  
Be sure to discuss this during your bid presentation but keep it simple! 
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9. If you do win the bid, plan the dates for the All Illinois Young People’s Open and 
conference as soon as possible; the earlier that you start promoting these dates, the 
better turnout you will get. Try to promote the All Illinois Young People’s Open and your 
conference throughout the entire state.  

 
 
 
 
We strongly suggest planning the conference to take place during the winter months (January, 
February, March) because currently, there are no other large scale conferences during this time 
of the year. However, if hotel bookings are not available for this time of the year in your area, 
the Advisory Council will try to be flexible.  
 

A “bid book” (a packet containing your written fulfillment of all requirements) is a necessity. 

This gives the Advisory Council something to look at to see how your committee has fulfilled 

the requirements. It makes no difference if these are fancy or plain – photocopies will do in a 

pinch. The Advisory Council would like to have these before their Friday night meeting at the 

conference – 20 copies are requested.  

 
When in doubt, call a member of the Advisory Council. Having their input can help prevent 
mistakes. However, each Bid Committee is autonomous, so ultimately, decisions are up to the 
group conscious and a loving God. Providing that you follow the 12 Steps and 12 Traditions of 
Alcoholics Anonymous, this will be one of the greatest experiences of your life.  
 
 
 
 

GOOD LUCK AND HAVE FUN!!! 
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ADVISORY CONTACTS 

 

CHAIRPERSON 
 

Brandon L. 
Crystal Lake, IL 
(815) 219-1667 

iscypaaadvisorychair@gmail.com 

 
CO-CHAIR 

 

Gary G. 
1086 N. Linden Ave. 

Decatur, IL 62522 
(217) 422-6526 

 

TREASURER 
 

Brian B. 
Crystal Lake, IL 
(815) 276-5298 

bburkus@ameritech.net 

 

SECRETARY 
 

Becky I. 
Crystal Lake, IL 
(815) 404-0155 

beekergirl1@yahoo.com 

P.O. BOX CHAIR 
 

Maria M. 
815 Eighth St. 

Bloomington, IL 61704 
(217) 553-1566 

maria_moubarik@yahoo.com 

P.O. BOX CO-CHAIR 
 

Bill F. 
1506 S. Madison St. 

(309) 530-7794 
wfry@my.heartland.edu 

 

ARCHIVIST 
 

Rod K. 
67 Kaydon Dr. 

Decatur, IL 62521 
(217) 521-4139 

got2b_rod@yahoo.com 

 
WEBMASTER 

 

Ken F. 
772 S. McHenry Ave. 
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 

(815) 404-7796 
beekersguy@gmail.com 

 
TRUSTED SERVANTS 

 

Alex G. 
Rockford, IL 

(779) 770-9543 
g.alex317733@yahoo.com 

Kendra L. 
11427 E. Cty Rd. 1200N 

Charleston, IL 61920 
(520) 449-3480 

kalandis2002@yahoo.com 
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Cat Henderson  
569 Addison St. 
Elgin, IL 60120 
(224) 622-2898 

hatch20008@yahoo.com 

Brady Coleman 
8105 Ackman Rd. 

Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
(815) 245-5395 

bcoleman115@gmail.com 

Nick Howell 
6 Crimson Ct 

Lake in the Hills, IL 60156 
(815) 261-6903 

livinthedream0410@yahoo.com 

 

ALTERNATES 

Frank Spaulding  
(847) 769-8361 

moose.ezsm@gmail.com 

Mark James  
609 Pleasant Place 

Island Lake, IL 60042 
(630) 742-5424 

meagain2003a@aol.com 
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OTHER IMPORTANT CONTACTS 

 
 
 

ISCYPAA ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

P.O. Box 5704 
Bloomington, IL 61702 

www.iscypaa.org 

NIA NEWSLETTER 
 

Concepts 
Attn:  Phil Goodwin 

P. O. Box 604 
Geneva, IL 60134  

concepts@nia-aa.org 

 
 

CHICAGO AREA SERVICE OFFICE (CASO) 
 

200 North Michigan Ave., Suite 501 
Chicago, IL 60601 

www.chicagoaa.org 

GENERAL SERVICE OFFICE (GSO) 
 

P.O. Box 459 
Grand Central Station 
New York, NY 10163 

www.aa.org 
 

THE GRAPEVINE 
 

P.O. Box 1980 
Grand Central Station 
New York, NY 10163 
www.aagrapevine.org 

gvcirculation@aagrapevine.org 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS AREA 
 

www.aa-nia.org 
 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS AREA 
 

www.aadistrict14.org 
 

DISTRICT 11 NEWSLETTER 
 

Northern Illinois District 11 
Attn:  Into Action/David Gilbert 

P.O. Box 846 
McHenry, IL 60051-0846 

Soulsurgery@comcast.net 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


